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Syllabus Content

Area of exploration—readers, writers and texts

Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources and media to represent as wide a range of text types as possible,
and works are chosen from a variety of literary forms. The study of the non-literary texts and works focuses on the nature
of language and communication and the nature of literature and its study. This study includes the investigation of how texts
themselves operate as well as the contexts and complexities of production and reception. Focus is on the development of
personal and critical responses to the particulars of communication.

This area introduces students to the nature of language and literature and its study. The investigation undertaken involves
close attention to the details of texts in a variety of types and literary forms so that students learn about the choices made
by creators and the ways in which meaning is communicated through words, image, and sound. At the same time, study
will focus on the role receivers play in generating meaning as students move from personal response to understanding
and interpretation influenced by the classroom community. Students will learn to understand the creativity of language, the
relationship between language and thought and the aesthetic nature of literature. Students will see that texts are powerful
means to express individual thoughts and feelings, and that their own perspectives as experienced users of language are
integral to the effect and success of a communicative act.

Study in this area should be structured to allow students to become more confident in their ability to recognize key textual
and rhetorical features and how they create or affect meaning. Non-literary texts and literary works can be chosen that
lend themselves to close reading and give students a sense of stylistic, rhetorical and literary elements across a variety
of text types and literary forms. The aim is not to enumerate or define various features and study will move beyond the
identification of elements or the consideration of individual effects to see the complex constructed nature of texts. While
conducting detailed study, learning activities can be structured to introduce students to the ways in which linguistic and
literary professionals attend to communicative acts and their concerns. Student writing and response can involve moving
between personal and academic response or between the creative and the expository.

Readers, writers and texts aims to introduce students to the skills and approaches required to closely examine texts as
well as to introduce metacognitive awareness of the nature of the discipline by considering the following guiding conceptual
questions:

1. Why and how do we study language and literature?

2. How are we affected by texts in various ways?

3. In what ways is meaning constructed, negotiated, expressed and interpreted?

4. How does language use vary amongst text types and amongst literary forms?
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5. How does the structure or style of a text affect meaning?

6. How do texts offer insights and challenges?

Area of exploration—time and space

Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of sources, literary forms and media that reflect a range of
historical and/or cultural perspectives. Their study focuses on the contexts of language use and the variety of ways literary
and non-literary texts might both reflect and shape society at large. The focus is on the consideration of personal and cultural
perspectives, the development of broader perspectives, and an awareness of the ways in which context is tied to meaning.

This area of exploration focuses on the idea that language is a social capacity and as such is intertwined with community,
culture and history. It explores the variety of cultural contexts in which texts are produced and read across time and space
as well as the ways texts themselves reflect or refract the world at large. Students will examine how cultural conditions
can affect language and how these conditions are a product of language. Students will also consider the ways culture and
identity influence reception.

Students will investigate ways in which texts may represent, and be understood from, a variety of cultural and historical
perspectives. Through this exploration students will recognize the role of relationships among text, self and other, and the
ways in which the local and the global connect. These relationships are complex and dynamic. The background of an author
and the make-up of an audience are not necessarily clear or easily described. Texts are situated in specific contexts and
deal with or represent social, political and cultural concerns particular to a given time and place. For example, a text written
to address the concerns of an author in contemporary society can be set in ancient times. Cultures that are geographically
separated can share mores or ideas, while people living in proximity can embrace disparate traditions. Students will consider
the intricacies of communication within such a complex societal framework and the implications that language and text take
on when produced and read in shifting contexts.

Study and work selection in this area should allow students to explore texts and issues from a variety of places, cultures and/
or times. The culture, biography of an author, historical events or narratives of critical reception will be considered and may
be researched, but the focus of study will be on the ideas and issues raised by the texts themselves and a consideration of
whether these are best understood in relation to an informed consideration of context. In this area of exploration, students
examine the ways in which a text may illuminate some aspect of the political or social environment, or the ways in which a
more nuanced understanding of events may affect their understanding or interpretation of a text. The study of contexts does
not imply a static, one-to-one relationship between a text and the world, but sees the former as a powerful “non-human
actor” across time and space.

Time and space aims to broaden student understanding of the open, plural, or cosmopolitan nature of texts ranging from
advertisements to poems by considering the following guiding conceptual questions:

1. How important is cultural or historical context to the production and reception of a text?

2. How do we approach texts from different times and cultures to our own?

3. To what extent do texts offer insight into another culture?

4. How does the meaning and impact of a text change over time?

5. How do texts reflect, represent or form a part of cultural practices?

6. How does language represent social distinctions and identities?

Area of exploration—intertextuality: connecting texts

Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety of sources, literary forms and media in a way that allows
students an opportunity to extend their study and make fruitful comparisons. Their study focuses on intertextual relationships
with possibilities to explore various topics, thematic concerns, generic conventions, modes or literary traditions that have

Deira International School

IB DP Miss Ledgerwood IB Lang lit (2020-2022) SL (IB1)

6. Paper 1 and IO focused Prep
Sarah Ledgerwood

Deira International School
6. Paper 1 and IO focused Prep

Page 2 of 3



been introduced throughout the course. The focus is on the development of critical response grounded in an understanding
of the complex relationships among texts.

This area of exploration focuses on the concerns of intertextuality, or the connections between and among media, text and
audience involving diverse traditions and ideas. It focuses on the comparative study of texts so that students may gain
deeper appreciation of both unique characteristics of individual texts and complex systems of connection. Throughout the
course, students will be able to see similarities and differences among diverse texts. This area allows for a further exploration
of literary and linguistic concerns, examples, interpretations and readings by studying a grouping of texts set by the teacher
or set in close conversation with a class or groups of students. Students will gain an awareness of how texts can provide
critical lenses to reading other texts and of how they can support a text's interpretation by expanding on it or question it by
providing a different point of view.

Intertextuality: connecting texts can be approached in a variety of ways, such as:

through the study of a group of texts from the same text type or literary form (for example, advertisements, drama or
short stories respectively)

a study of chronological development (for example, the tale, the elegy, political oration, the newspaper)

a consideration of mode (for example, satire, action-adventure, parody)

an exploration of a topic or concept (for example, fame, gender, power, social code, values, the hero)

an investigation into a theoretical perspective or debate in language or literature (for example literary value, feminism,
cognitive theory, critical discourse theory).

This area of exploration aims to give students a sense of the ways in which texts exist in a system of relationships with other
communicative acts past and present. Students will further engage with literary and linguistic traditions and new directions
by considering the following guiding conceptual questions:

1. How do texts adhere to and deviate from conventions associated with literary forms or text types?

2. How do conventions and systems of reference evolve over time?

3. In what ways can diverse texts share points of similarity?

4. How valid is the notion of a classic text?

5. How can texts offer multiple perspectives of a single issue, topic or theme?

6. In what ways can comparison and interpretation be transformative?
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