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ADDRESS & COMMUNICATIONS

WELCOME

Welcome to the International Baccalaureate Programmes at DIS.

Year 12 is an exciting time when students begin the last stage of their High School education 
before moving on to university study. This handbook is intended to assist and inform students 
and their parents about the opportunities open to them at DIS through the International 
Baccalaureate Programme.

Students will participate in either the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme, Courses 
option or the Career-Related Program in their last two years at DIS.  All pathways are international 
in their curriculum content, recognized by universities and employers around the world and 
combine in-depth academic study with activities that encourage a sense of adventure and social 
responsibility. For many students, choosing which subjects to study in Years 12 and 13 may not 
always be easy. We hope this booklet will be helpful when making those decisions.

We look forward to meeting with you to help guide your course selection and hope that you will 
find your studies through this program to be both challenging and rewarding.
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THE LEARNER - IB LEARNER PROFILE
The IB Learner Profile describes a broad range of human capacities and responsibilities that 
go beyond academic success. They imply a commitment to help all members of the school 
community learn to respect themselves, others and the world around them. Each of the IB's 
programmes is committed to the development of students according to the IB Learner profile 
(www.ibo.org/benefits/learner-profile).

IBDP Programme Model

IB learner profile
IB learner profile IB learner profile

IB learner profile
IB learner profile IB learner profile

IB learner profile
IB learner profile

IB learner profile IB learner profile
IB learner profile

IB learner profile

The IB learner pro�le represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like 
them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities.
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We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and 
research. We know how to learn independently and with others. 
We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning 
throughout life.

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring 
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues 
and ideas that have local and global signi�cance. 

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take 
responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in 
making reasoned, ethical decisions.

We express ourselves con�dently and creatively in more than 
one language and in many ways.  We collaborate e�ectively, 
listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and 
groups.

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness 
and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people 
everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their 
consequences.

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as 
well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a 
range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the 
experience.

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a 
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive di�erence 
in the lives of others and in the world around us.

We understand the importance of balancing di�erent aspects of 
our lives—intellectual, physical, and emotional—to achieve 
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence 
with other people and with the world in which we live.

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and 
experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses 
in order to support our learning and personal development.

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; 
we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas 
and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the 
face of challenges and change.

IB learner profile

IB learner profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. 

As IB learners we strive to be:

IB learner profile
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INTRODUCTION
The IB Diploma Programme (IBDP) is a  two-year programme for students aged 16-19. Recognized 
internationally as a qualification for university entrance, it also allows students to fulfil the 
requirements of their national education system.  Students share an educational experience 
that emphasizes critical thinking as well as intercultural understanding and respect for others 
in the global community.

The IBDP offers a broad and balanced curriculum in which students are encouraged to apply 
what they learn in the classroom to real world issues and problems. Wherever possible, subjects 
are taught from an international perspective.

At the heart of the IB Diploma Programme Model is the learner, surrounded by three requirements 
that IBDP students must fulfil in addition to their coursework in six subjects.

IBDP Programme Model
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REQUIREMENTS FOR FULL DIPLOMA 
CANDIDATES
THE CORE
THE EXTENDED ESSAY
An extended essay of 4,000 words offers students an opportunity to conduct an in-depth 
study of a topic of special interest. The experience and skills gained in carrying out independent 
research and producing a structured substantial piece of writing provide excellent preparation 
for research at university level. The process begins in January of Year 12 (IB 1) and finishes 
in October of Year 13 (IB 2).  Students choose a topic within a subject they are interested in 
researching and are assigned a supervisor to work with them throughout the process. Examples 
of “A" Extended Essays are located on the International Baccalaureate Portal Page.

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/extended-essay/example-
essays

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK)
TOK is a course about critical thinking and inquiring into the process of knowing, rather than 
learning a specific body of knowledge. The TOK course examines how we know what we claim to 
know. Students are encouraged to analyse knowledge claims and explore knowledge questions. 
A knowledge claim is an assertion, such as "We know that atoms contain protons and electrons". 
A knowledge question is an open question about knowledge, such as "How reliable is scientific 
knowledge based on things we can't even see?"

The assessment requirements for the course include an exhibition and a 1600-word essay. The 
essay is externally assessed by the IB, and must be on one of six prescribed titles issued by the 
IB. The exhibition is the second assessment requirement which is used for external moderation 
by the IB.

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY AND SERVICE (CAS)
In conjunction with Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay, CAS completes the core 
ethos of the IB. Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) is the opportunity to discover, value, and 
develop students' own interests and talents for the benefit of oneself and the larger community. 
CAS is at the core of the IB as it challenges students to put academic understanding as well as 
personal beliefs, philosophies, and theories into concrete practice.

To fulfil this requirement, the students engage in creative endeavours, sports, expeditions, local 
or international projects, community or social-service projects, acquiring new skills, or other 
activities of their choosing outside the classroom that align with CAS values. The CAS journey 
commences in Year 12 and continues throughout Year 13. The CAS Project is a key feature of 
the CAS program, challenging students to initiate a long-term, service-oriented project which 
is carried out by a team of their peers over the course of one month. Developing leadership, 
confidence, collaboration, and compassion are benefits of the CAS Project. The holistic 
development supported by the CAS program creates individuals who are confident in their 
purpose, and are driven to put their ideas, beliefs, philosophies, and knowledge into practice.

CAS is not formally assessed. However, students reflect on their CAS experience as part of the 
DP and provide evidence of achieving the seven learning outcomes for CAS.
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GROUP 4 PROJECT 
The group 4 project is an interdisciplinary activity in which all IB Diploma Programme science 
students must participate. The intention is that students from the different group 4 subjects 
analyse a common topic or problem. The exercise should be a collaborative experience where 
the emphasis is on the processes involved in, rather than the products of such an activity.
All full Diploma and IB Courses students at DIS participate in the Group 4 Project. Working 
collaboratively in a team requires self-awareness and empathy with team members. It also 
requires a high level of communication and motivation. The opportunity to reflect on these 
issues, in terms of what went well, and lessons learned, will be invaluable for future collaborations 
and the personal growth of each individual student.

SUBJECTS
Students must choose one course from each subject group; it is possible to select a second 
Experimental Science or Individual and Societies in place of a group 6 Arts course.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
AT DIS
 
The first consideration of students in their last two years at DIS must be the IGCSE / GCSE 
results.  By taking and passing one course from each section of the Diploma Programme Model, 
students acquire a necessary balance of courses in their last two years toward achieving the IB 
qualifications and high school graduation.

There are three pathways available to DIS students as they strive to achieve graduation: the IB 
Diploma Programme (IBDP), International Baccalaureate Career-Related Programme (IBCP) and 
IB Courses.

The requirement to maintain studies in all six sections of the Diploma Program Model ensures the 
breadth of curriculum required by some national university systems. The choice of appropriate 
Higher Level (HL) subjects enables students to obtain the degree of specialisation required 
for university entrance. Higher level subjects should be selected to complement a student 
previously demonstrated academic strengths.

In order to gain access to the full IB Diploma at DIS students are required to study six (6) subjects 
from the IB Diploma Program Model.

 � three (3) subjects must be studied at Higher Level (HL)
 � three (3) subjects must be studied at Standard Level (SL) 
 � Theory of Knowledge
 � Creativity, Activity, & Service 
 � Extended Essay

CONDITIONS FOR THE AWARD OF THE IB DIPLOMA
Students can achieve up to 42 points in the IBDP for completing their 6 subjects at a Level 7.

In addition, a maximum of 3 Core points may be gained from a candidate's combined Extended 
Essay and Theory of Knowledge grades.

Maximum number of possible points to be obtained on an IB Diploma:
6 subjects x 7 points + 3 core points = 45 points

A candidate must gain a minimum of 24 points in order to be awarded the IB Diploma. However, 
there are some restrictions on the way in which these points are achieved.

 � At least 12 points will need to be attained in the HL courses
 � IB At least 9 points will need to be attained in the SL courses 
 � Cannot achieve a failing grade on either the Extended Essay or TOK course
 � Must complete CAS requirements

Additional notes: 
 � A higher-level subject requires a minimum of 240 hours of classroom study. A standard 

level subject requires 150 hours of classroom study.
 � IB results given at the end of the 2-year courses are made up of internal assessment tasks 

and external examinations
 � Internal assessment tasks are marked by the teachers at DIS and then moderated by the 

IBCA at IBCA (International Baccalaureate Curriculum and Assessment Centre)
 � Final examinations at the end of the two-year course are set and marked externally by 

IBCA. They are taken in May of the last year of the course.
 � There is a fee imposed by the IB to sit for IB examinations that is not covered in tuition 

costs.
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IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME CANDIDACY 
AT DIS
The students are officially registered with the IB for their IB Diploma Courses early in Quarter 1 
of Year 13. As this candidacy will be communicated to universities in the application process, it is 
essential that the student's declared candidacy and final IB results are a match.

To this end, the school has indicated a set of qualifications (see below) required to support the 
student's registration of candidacy for the IB Diploma, students meeting these qualifications are 
reasonably within reach of successful achievement of their IB Diploma or IB Courses. Students 
not meeting these qualifications are more likely to be a mismatch when the IB results are issued 
in July and are best advised to readjust their candidacy to provide a more attainable set of 
results.

Year 12 is a probationary year. If student results do not meet the qualifications required for their 
chosen candidacy. Students not meeting the qualifications will be guided through alterations to 
their registration profile or course program to better match their potential for success.

IB Diploma Candidacy Conditions:
Students who have gained access to the IBDP must meet the following conditions to have 
their candidacy support by DIS. These requirements are in place to help assure successful 
achievement of the IBDP by our sponsored candidates.

At the end of each quarter full Diploma students must:
 � Have a minimum of 24 points in their group 1 -6 courses
 � Have no grade 1 in any course
 � Have at least 12 points in their 3 HL courses
 � Have at least 9 points in their 3 SL courses 
 � Have no more than one grade of 2 overall

At DIS we require all full Diploma students to attain a minimum of 24 subject points to ensure 
success in their Diploma exams. Students not meeting these expectations will be placed on 
probation in in Year 12 to determine if the IB Diploma is the best fit for them and their future 
success. The DP Coordinator will meet with students and parents throughout the course of this 
probationary period.
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IB DIPLOMA COURSES OFFERED AT DIS
Group Subject Level HL Entry 

Recommendation
Group 1
First Language English A: Language and Literature HL/SL B

Group 2
Second Language

French B HL/SL B
French Ab Inito SL NA
Spanish B HL/SL B
Spanish Ab Intio SL NA
Arabic A HL/SL B
Arabic B (non-Arab passport holders only) HL/SL B

Group 3
Individuals & Societies

History HL/SL B

Business and Management HL/SL B
Economics HL/SL B
Geography HL/SL B
Information Technology in Global Society HL/SL B
Psychology HL/SL B
Environmental Systems & Societies SL NA

Group 4
Sciences

Chemistry HL/SL AA or A
Physics HL/SL AA or A
Design and Technology HL/SL B
Computer Science HL/SL B
Environmental Systems & Societies SL NA
Sports exercise and Health Science HL/SL B
Biology HL/SL AA or A

Group 5
Mathematics

Application and Interpretation HL/SL 8-9

Analysis and Approaches HL 9
Analysis and Approaches SL 6+

Group 6
Arts & Electives

Music HL/SL B
Visual Arts HL/SL B
Theatre HL/SL B
Film HL/SL NA
Any Group 2 Subject HL/SL See Above
Any Group 3 Subject HL/SL See Above
Any Group 4 Subject HL/SL See Above
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IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT BRIEFS

English A: Language and Literature - HL 12
English A: Language and Literature - SL 14
Language B (French B, Spanish B, Arabic 
B) 16

Language ab inito (French, Spanish, Ara-
bic) 18

Geography HL/SL 20
History HL 22
History SL 24
Economics HL 26
Economics SL 28
Information Technology in Global Society 
HL 30

Information Technology in Global Society 
SL 32

Psychology HL/SL 34
Environmental Systems & Societies SL 36
Biology HL 38
Biology SL 40
Chemistry HL 42
Chemistry SL 44
Physics HL 46
Physics SL 48
Sports, Exercise & Health Science SL 50
Mathematics: 
Analysis and Approaches HL/SL

52

Mathematics:  
Application and Interpretation HL/SL

54

Visual Arts HL 56
Visual Arts SL 58
Music HL 60
Music SL 62
Theatre HL 64
Theatre SL 66
Business Management HL 68
Business Management SL 70
Design Technology HL                                      72
Design Technology SL 74
Computer Science HL                                                     76
Computer Science SL 78
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IB CAREER-RELATED PROGRAMME (IBCP)
THE IBCP OVERVIEW 
The IBCP framework allows students to specialize in, and focus on, a career-related pathway. The 
programme’s three-part framework comprises the study of three Diploma Programme courses 
alongside career-related studies and the distinctive IBCP core which is designed to create a 
bridge that connects each student’s chosen Diploma Programme courses and career-related 
studies. For IBCP students, both the Diploma Programme courses, and career related study 
provide the theoretical underpinning and academic rigour of the programme; and the IBCP core 
helps them to develop skills and competencies required for lifelong learning.

IBCP PROGRAMME MODEL

THE CORE OF THE IBCP consists of the Reflective Project (RP), Language Development (LD), 
Service Learning and Personal and Professional Skills (PPS).

THE REFLECTIVE PROJECT 
The Reflective Project is a structured piece of work that can take a variety of forms including 
an academic paper, a video documentary, a short film or a website to name but a few options.

A student will be able to identify, analyse, explore, critically discuss and evaluate the ethical 
dilemma of an issue arising from their career-related study and linked to some contemporary 
event or situation. 

FORMAT MAXIMUM LENGTH
Essay 3000 words 
Short Film 7 minutes in length accompanied by a 1500-2000 word written report

written report 
Interview 7 minutes in length accompanied by a 1500-2000 word written report 
Spoken Presentation 7 minutes in length accompanied by a 1500-2000 word written report 
Play 7 minutes in length which supports elements of the reflective project 

accompanied by a 1500-2000 word written report
Display Up to 15 single images accompanied by a 1500-2000 word written 

report written report.
The written report should aim to cover the assessment criteria not addressed by the format 

used. It should also contain references to sources used.
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 
Language Development provides the students with the necessary skills and intercultural 
understanding to enable them to communicate using the chosen language in a variety of 
contexts. A Language Porfolio is required to demonstrate students' engagement with the lan-
guage.

TOPICS

The Individual Daily rou-
tine

Personal 
details Appearance Health Value and 

attitude Choice

Work Jobs Technology Govern-
ment

Personal 
Finance Economy Law

Friendship
Peers Friends Family Relation-

ships Activities Social 
Context

Travel Transport Directions Currency Cultures Leisure Food and 
Drink

The written report should aim to cover the assessment criteria not addressed by the format 
used. It should also contain references to sources used.

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
Language Development provides the students with the necessary skills and intercultural 
understanding to enable them to communicate using the chosen language in a variety of 
contexts. A Language Porfolio is required to demonstrate students' engagement with the 
language.

SERVICE LEARNING
Through Service Learning, students will develop working relationships with the community. 
They will explore the Principles of Service Learning: 

 � Knowledge development 
 � Social development 
 � Civic development 
 � Personal development

PERSONAL PROFESSIONAL SKILLS
Personal Professional Skills is a professional 
ethical thinking course which explores the 
ethical context of the career-related study and 
its implications in the real-world. The course 
aims to develop transferable skills with an 
emphasis on the nature of thinking critically 
and ethically and being able to communicate 
effectively.

The Key Skills covered range from personal 
development, intercultural understanding, 
thinking and communication.

The course also explores global contexts 
through the following broad themes:

 � Technologies
 � Environments 
 � Workplaces
 � Communities
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IBCP COURSES OFFERED AT DIS

BTEC Level 3 Diploma
Travel And Tourism

Business

Group 5 - Mathematics
Analysis and Approaches HL/SL

Application and Interpretation HL/SL

Group 2 - Second Language

French B HL/SL

French Ab Initio SL

Spanish B HL/SL

Spanish Ab Initio SL

Arabic A HL/SL

Arabic B (non-Arab passport holders only) HL/SL

Arabic AB Initio SL

Group 6 - Arts and Electives

Music HL/SL

Visual Arts HL/SL

Theatre HL/SL

Film HL/SL

Any Group 2 Subject HL/SL

Any Group 3 Subject HL/SL

Any Group 4 Subject HL/SL
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Pearson BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Travel and Tourism

Unit Mandatory units Credit Level

1 Investigating the Travel and Tourism Sector 10 3

2 The Business of Travel and Tourism 10 3

3 The UK as a Destination 10 3

4 Customer Service in Travel and Tourism 10 3

Optional units

5 Marketing Travel and Tourism Products and Services 10 3

6 Preparing for Employment in Travel and Tourismm 10 3

7 European Destinations 10 3

8 Long-haul Travel Destinations 10 3

9 Retail Travel Operations 10 3

10 Business Travel Operations 10 3

11 Investigating the Cruise Industry 5 3

12 Responsible Tourism 10 3

13 Tour Operations 10 3

14 Specialist Tourism 10 3

15 Working as a Holiday Representative 10 3

16 Passenger Transport for Travel and Tourism 10 3

17 Events, Conferences and Exhibitions 5 3

18 Tourism in Rural Areas 10 3

19 UK Visitor Attractions 5 3

20 Hospitality Operations in Travel and Tourism 5 3

21 Entertainment for Holidaymakers 10 3

22 Work Experience in the Travel and Tourism Sector 10 3

23 Residential Study Visit in Travel and Tourism 5 3

24 Airfares and Ticketing I 10 2

25 Working as a Children's Representative in Travel and Tourism 10 3

26 Researching Current Issues in Travel and Tourism 10 4

27 Organising a Travel and Tourism Study Visit 5 2

28 Principles of Supervising Customer Service Performance in Hospitality, Leisure, 
Travel and Tourism 2 3

29 Airfares and Ticketing 2 10 3

PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN TRAVEL & TOURISM
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Travel and Tourism is a 120-credit and approximately 720 
guided learning hour (GLH) qualification that consists of four mandatory units plus optional 
units that provide for a combined total of 120 credits (where at least 90 credits must be at Level 
3 or above).

The units for the BTEC qualifications in this specification are available on the Pearson 
website (qualifications.pearson.com).
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Pearson BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Business

Unit Mandatory units Credit Level

1 The Business Environment 10 3

2 Business Resources 10 3

3 Introduction to Marketing 10 3

4 Business Communication 10 3

Optional units - choose any eight units from those below

Accounting Pathway Optional units

5 Business Accounting 10 3

6 Financial Accounting 10 3

7 Management Accounting 10 3

8 Accounting Systems 10 3

Marketing Pathway Optional units

9 Creative Product Promotion 10 3

10 Market Research in Business 10 3

11 Relationship Marketing 10 3

12 Internet Marketing in Business 10 3

Human Resources Pathway  Optional units

13 Recruitment and Selection in Business 10 3

14 Aspects of Employment Law 10 3

15 Development Planning for a Career in Business 10 3

16 Human Resource Management in Business 10 3

Management Pathway Optional Unit 

17 Training in the Business Workplace 5 3

18 Managing a Business Event 10 3

19 Developing Teams in Business 5 3

20 Managing Physical Resources in a Business Environment 5 3

Law Pathway Optional units

21 Aspects of Contract and Business Law 10 3

22 Aspects of Civil Liability for Business 10 3

23 Aspects of the Legal System and Law-making Process 5 3

24 Aspects of Criminal Law Relating to Business 10 2

Administration Pathway Optional units

25 Supporting Business Activities 10 3

26 Managing Business Information 10 4

27 Understanding Health and Safety in the Business Workplace 5 2

28 Business Project Management 2 3

PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN TRAVEL & TOURISM
The  Pearson  BTEC  Level  3  Diploma Business is a 120 credit and 720 guided learning hours 
qualification, it consists of four mandatory units plus optional units that provide for a combined 
total of 120 credits.

The units for the BTEC qualifications in this specification are available on the Pearson 
website (www.edexcel.com).
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DP students not only do well academically 
while in high school, but also go on to 
perform well at the university level.2

Alumni of the Diploma Programme attend 
top-ranking universities, studies �nd.1

Facts & Figures: 
The Diploma Programme
Around the World

million*

countries 

1.3
140+ 
*as of May 2015

DP graduates

DP students in the US who enrolled in post-secondary education immediately after high 
school enrolled in and graduated from four-year institutions at much higher rates than 
the national average.

enrollment at four-year institutions (public and private)

average graduation rate at four-year institutions (public and private)79%
of DP cohort

95%
of DP cohort

39% national cohort

60% national cohort

In a recent DP study at the University of 
Oregon’s Honors College,

sample size: 18 students

89%
of DP students 
recommended 
that other students 
participate in 
the DP.4 (p.5) 

79%
 of DP 

graduates in China 
attended universities in 
the US, UK, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Canada.5
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